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Most recent updates highlighted in red. 

Q: What is the official start date for students?  Are there any other calendar changes? 

A: We are using the first week of school for professional development as allowed by the ISBE.  Our staff 
will need to prepare for a year of eLearning.  The first day of school for students is August 24th.  We are 
also using September 8th as an eLearning professional development day, so the students will not attend.  
We will have to add one student attendance day at the end of the year. 

Early years first day is August 25 for full-day and August 26 for all kids including AM.  

Q: Can you describe eLearning for grades K-5 in more detail? 

A: K-5 eLearning will consist of asynchronous learning (packets, digital problems, reading, videos, etc.) 
supported with synchronous interaction with the teacher from 4-7 pm. 

Synchronous is interactive and “in the moment” with the teacher.  Asynchronous is not, it is self-paced. 

Students across the district will be assigned, by grade level, to an eLearning instructor.  We will start 
with one teacher for each grade level, but we will add more as required by demand. We will look at 
grade level and interaction times to determine what the maximum class size is.  

We are doing this for the first time, so please be patient as we will regularly need to analyze the 
effectiveness of our programs. 

There are several reasons that we moved from synchronous live streaming to this new model.  The 
largest factor in making the change is that many of our students do not have parental support during the 
day.  Expecting our younger students to be engaged with live streaming without the support of an adult 
is not realistic.  This new plan allows working parents to be present when the teacher can provide 
support.   

Q: What does the Early Years plan look like? 

A: Here is the Early Years plan: 

In-Person Learning  

Early Years students will return to school following an extremely similar schedule as they have always 
operated under. 

○ 7:35 am - School doors open for students who have been pre-approved for before school care. 
Students should not be dropped off before 7:35 and should not be brought to school until 8:00 unless 
pre-approved for before school care.  

Students will report to the gym for before school care as we have limited spots for before school care 
and will fall below the 50 or less per the Governor. 

○ 8:00 am - 2:00 pm - Instructional Day for students 



In Person: 

Full Day:  8:00-2:00 

Half Day AM:  8:00-10:30 

Half Day PM:  11:30-2:00 

■ Students will remain in their classrooms for the majority of the day 

■ Students will have gross motor/recess time each day for 30 minutes.  

■ Lunch will be provided in the classroom for our full day sessions.  

○ 2:00pm - Students will be dismissed for the day (Arrival & Dismissal procedures will vary based on 
school building needs.) 

Remote Learning  

Early Years students - Based on numbers, remote students will be provided weekly activities and 
opportunities for learning will be posted for each week. Daily there will be new material uploaded in 
various forms. The opportunity for the parent to turn in activities and share with the teacher will be 
present daily. The teacher will respond to families weekly.  

If you have any further questions, please contact Mrs. English. 

Q: Will the district still use the SIP days that are on the calendar? 

A: Yes. We will use the SIP schedules. 

Q: Will there be restrictions on the masks that students can wear?  

A: To help with the wearing of masks, we will be flexible with the masks that students can wear.  
However, masks are in a very visible location, much more than shirts, so we are going to limit any words 
on masks to only those that are associated with JSD117 (i.e. Crimsons, J, JHS, etc.). Also, we will not 
allow any masks that are offensive or designed to create a reaction.  In achieving our mission of 
preparing students for post-secondary success, we expect a mature, professional approach to the choice 
of a mask. There are many patterns and options available that do not push this envelope.  There are 
other districts limiting masks to certain colors, etc., but we do not want to be that restrictive.    

Q: What if someone at school tests positive, is around someone that tested positive, etc.? 

A: There are so many scenarios and different conditions for each scenario that a blanket answer of our 
response is not possible.  We will remain in constant communication with the Morgan County Health 
Department and follow their directives for each instance.  We will rely on the proper protocol developed 
by the experts. 

Q: Will there be lunch and breakfast options?  Will students that are required to pay for lunch still be 
required to pay? 



A: We will develop plans for students with documented food allergies; otherwise, our meals will not 
include options.  At this time, students that have been paying will be expected to continue to pay, but 
we are watching to see if there will be changes to the lunch funding requirements. 

Q: What will the TAP program look like this year? 

A: That program coordinators will soon communication with their parents to answer this question.  

Q: How will special education be handled for remote learning? 

A: There are so many modifications and different disabilities that there cannot possibly be one 
statement to answer this important question.  Once our staff knows you are requesting eLearning, they 
will work with you to develop a plan.   

Q: Will JHS offer the CVE course?  Driver’s ed.? Etc.? 

A: Once we have the basic frame of the plan finalized, JHS will start finalizing many of these questions 
and more. We do know that driver’s education will take place.  They are looking at moving the CVE 
course to 6th hour instead of early bird. Since our students are getting out early, this matches the times 
they would have left school in previous years. 

Q: Why are the elementary students attending all day and JHS and JMS leaving early? 

A: This is fully explained in the July 7th town hall video, but there are two basic answers that drove this 
decision.  First, given the sheer number of students at JHS and JMS, we do not have to capability to 
serve lunches, so the students will attend 5 hours and then leave with a sack lunch. 

Second, one of key foundational beliefs in this planning is that it is of the utmost importance that 
younger students are in school during the day instead of the possibility of being home alone.  That issue 
has been covered in detail in previous communications. 

Q: Will we provide support on how to use our platform for our remote learners? 

A: Yes, a video will be made to show our families how to connect and interact with our staff.  We are 
going to have our staff using one platform to make it easier on our community.   

Q: Will the district provide devices for remote learners? 

A: Yes.  There will be more information sent out as we get closer to the beginning of the year. 

Q: How will attendance be taken for remote learner? 

A: We have several ideas and we will get more out as we get closer to the school year. 

Q: How will screening for in-person instruction take place? 

A: We are working on several software/app options for families to self-screen.  We will get more out as 
the year gets closer.   

Q: Has the Eisenhower issue been resolved?  If so, how? 



A: Yes.  We are adding in walls to create three separate classroom spaces out of the large areas and 
utilizing existing rooms. We will be able to have school in Eisenhower without violating the 50 persons 
per space limit.   

There might be an issue with the walls being completed by the 24th.  If they cannot be completed by that 
date, they should be completed shortly afterwards.  I will update the Eisenhower community next week. 

Q: Will the 4-7 pm synchronous hours for K-5 eLearning students be mandatory? 

A: We want our students to be actively engaged with the teacher during this period.  Please view this as 
mandatory, but we do understand that some modifications might be needed. For example, if a parent 
works until 4:30, please work with the instructor to let them know.  If you have a weekly practice such 
as dance, we first ask that you try to work with the provider to see if they can make modifications to 
support our educational programming during this pandemic, but if that is not an option we ask that you 
work with the instructor.  While we will be flexible, it is not an “optional” opportunity. 

Q: If the medical experts determine that a student attending in-person needs to stay at home for a 
quarantine period, will they have access to remote instruction during this period? 

A: Yes.  


